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more (1833) where his views on church admin-
istration won general attention. Full of vigor, he
continued active until his death.

[Sister Columba Fox, The Life of the Rt. Rev. /.
B. M. David (U, S. Cath. Hist. Soc. Monographs, IX,
1925) ; W. J. Hewlett, Hist. Tribute to St. Thomas
Seminary (1906) ; A* B. McGill, The Sisters of Char-
ity of Nattarcth (1917); M. J. Spalding, Sketches of
Early Cath. Missions in Ky. (1844), and Sketches of
the Life, Times and Character of the Kt. Rev. Bene-
dict Joseph Flaget (1852); P. K. Guilday, Life and
Times of John Carroll (1923); C, G. Herbennann,
The Sulfiicians in the U. S. (1916); Ben J. Webb,
Centenary of Catholicity in Ky. (1884) ; R, H. Clarke,
Www of the Deceased Bishops of the Cath. Ch. in
U. S. (1872); Cath. Kncyc., IX, 387; Cath. Herald
(Phila.), July 29, 1841.]                           RJ,P.

DAVIDGE, JOHN BEALE (i768~Aus. 23,
1829), anatomist and surgeon, founder of the
University of Maryland, was born at Annapolis,
the son of Capt. Davidge of the British army
and Honor Howard of Anne Arundcl County,
Md. When he was a small boy his father died,
and his mother resolved to apprentice him to a
cabinetmaker, but his ambition to study medicine
was gratified by aid afforded by friends and by
the legacy of some slaves on the death of a rela-
tive, lie entered St. John's College, where he
received his M.A. degree in 1789, and shortly
afterward began the study of medicine with Drs.
James and William Murray of Annapolis. Con-
tinuing his education in Edinburgh, he special-
ized in anatomy, and received the degree of M.D.
at Glasgow in 1793. About this time he married
Wilhelmina Stuart of the Firth of Solway, sev-
eral years his senior. For a short time he prac-
tised medicine in Birmingham, England, but
soon removed to Baltimore. He played a prom-
inent role in fighting the great epidemic of yel-
low fever in Baltimore (1797) and his views
and work have been widely quoted (Transac-
tions of the International Medical Congress,
1876). At the foundation of the Baltimore Gen-
eral Dispensary (1801) he was one of the at-
tending physicians. From 1802 to 1807 he de-
livered private courses of medical lectures, and
in the latter year he was associated with Drs.
James Cocke and John Shaw in obtaining a char-
ter for a medical school, known as the College
of Medicine of Maryland. When the charter for
the University of Maryland was issued (1813),
this school became the medical department, and
Davidge occupied the chairs of anatomy and
surgery until his death. For a part of this time
he was also dean. His first wife dying, he mar-
ried Mrs. Rebecca Troup Polk, widow of Jo-
siah Polk of Harford County, MA He died in
Baltimore of malignant disease.

His most important writings are his Treatise
on Yellow Fever (1798), Nosologia Methodica,
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in Latin (1812, 2nd edition 1813) ; two volumes
of Physical Sketches (1814 and 1816), Treatise
on Amputation (1818), and an edition of Ban-
croft on Fevers (1821). He edited the Balti-
more Philosophical Journal and Review, a quar-
terly journal of which but a single issue appeared
(1823), His name is associated with a number
of operations for which he was well known, in-
cluding shoulder joint amputation (1792), liga-
tion of the gluteal artery for aneurysm (he was
the first to ligate this vessel), ligation of the
carotid artery for fungus of the antrum, and
total extirpation of the parotid gland (1823).
His method of amputation became known as
the "American." His lectures, said Prof. Luns-
ford P. Yandell, "were models of simple ele-
gance," but "the moment he took his pen in
hand he seemed to forget the English idiom/'
his style being obscure, stiff, and full of obso-
lete spellings and expressions (Ibid., 234).
[The foregoing account is based on the several ar-
ticles contributed to the Hist. Sketch of the Univ. of
Md. (1891), Medic. Annals of Md. (1993), and H. A.
Kelly and W. L. Burrage, Am. Medic, Biogs. (1920) by
Eugene F. Cordell.]                                  E.E.H.
DAVIDGE, WILLIAM PLEATER (Apr.
17, i8i4-Aug. 7, 1888), actor, was born in Lon-
don, at Ludgate Hill, the son of a merchant.
When he was only nine or ten years of age he
loitered about the stage doors of theatres in order
to catch a glimpse of the actors and actresses,
whom he considered more than mortal. When he
was about fourteen, some one discovered that he
could sing and he was immediately given vocal
lessons. He made his stage debut in June 1836,
at Nottingham, playing Adam, Winterton in The
Iron Chest. Following this he filled engagements
at the Queens, Victoria, Olympic, and Drury
Lane theatres. In 1845 he gave an entertainment
based on the works of Dickens, in whom he was
intensely interested. Through mutual friends he
later met the author and spent several happy eve-
nings with him. He came to America in 1850 and
made his first appearance as Sir Peter Teazle at
the Old Broadway Theatre in New York City.
During the next five years he supported many of
the stage favorites of that time, then went on the
road with stock companies and appeared in the
leading American cities. From 1860 to 1868 he
played again in New York City, appearing at
various theatres. He was happiest when playing
Shakespearian comedy. He joined Augustin
Daly's company in 1869 and remained with him
until 1877, Probably his most noted and impor-
tant role was that of Dick Deadeye in the first
American presentation of H. M, S. Pinafore, at
the Standard Theatre in New York. In i88s he
joined the Madison Square Theatre Company